
Who Can Be 
Held Liable for 

a Truck Accident?
Most people assume that it 
is automatically the driver 
who is held liable in an 
accident. This isn't always 
the case. 
 
There are different parties 
who may be held liable 
when a semi truck collides 
with another vehicle.
 
In some cases, more than 
one party is deemed liable. 
 

1. The Driver
Only when the driver was 
negligent or made some 
type of error will they be 
held liable in the accident. 
They may have been 
distracted, or loaded the 
trailer improperly. 

2. The Owner
In some cases, an owner 
responsible for 
maintenance could be the 
person held liable in a 
collision. While the driver 
may sometimes own the 
truck, this isn't always true. 

3. The Leasee
Whomever leases trucks to 
fleet managers is 
responsible for ensuring 
each truck is safe to drive. 
If the leasee is negligent in 
their duties, they could be 
held liable for an accident.

4. The Manufacturer
When it is discovered that 
an issue with the truck 
caused the accident, the 
manufacturer may be held 
responsible. They may be in 
further legal trouble if there 
was an undisclosed defect.
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